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The Cultural Situation of the 245
Yest Carcline Tslands Songosar, Pur, Nerir
Tobi end Hgulu.
Similarity of individusl cultural eleme

1LE
and the Tour isolated, small, west Caroline 3
depend on direct contuct afier the fime of ih

5
o

There sre, zlzp, no signs of this, Theé ginilsrity comes
e

iglandeg, with Yap, the gresat EEEITng point in the west,
sesopintions that extend up to the most recens times. For
Ngulu shey zre perticularly wital and important; for Tobi
they werz probzhly broken &« long ftime ugg, but have begn
renewed in more recent timees (Fhrouzh Zuropegn influence !
whnile on the nther islands they have uaparently never

. The common feuture of the culture of

these islzn ie the outcome of the influence of Yap culiure.

TOm ditione of theese Islznd Inhubitapis if di= ecleardy
brought ous tnet st one time their sncestorz set out from
u

ihe over-populeted logemog %o Yap, and from there, after a




53 =

Tairly long stay, they settled the isoclated islands. low
it is not the intention of this presentstian ig investigas
the degendance situation of the Yap-lkogemoz culture =nd
determine 4o what extent the gulture on Yzp, dominant over
the common Caroline chsrscte rigtics, ghows close ties to
this iglznd groupl. Also an obstacle stzrnds in the way of
an exhsustive invesiigeiion of the eultursl sies of west
Cazroline eultural values, in that bty the {time of conclusion
ef this volume not all of the meferial on the more casterly
islands, particularly Logemog, Oleai, Sorol and Hog was
publighed. Thus in the mesntime it remains an apen

guestion whether peculizrities of the cultural heritzge

1

g zl=o occurred on Tobi, Songosmor, e¢tec..were onoe brought
from #ogsmoz, the old honmelagnd, or whether it i= a matier
of enrichment from the ¥=p culiure, In other words whether
the culforal heritszge that is in part =0 similar on Yap
and the smzll west Caroline islands can be trzced back to
mogemog, the solurce common to them all, or whether the
culfure of the isplzated islsnds bears less of the Ffeatures
of the jogemog culture thsa that of Yazp.

Sinece s direct connection hatween Ngulu =nd the four
other islands does not exist; a further comparison iz
unnecegsary, egpecizlly since azs has been proved the sim-

jlsrities have the =zme source. Ac 1o connectionz between

o

Rgalu =nd Yap, it migzt be reiterated at this point thai
Miller, ¥ap I, regerds the islgnd of Meulu =5 a Yap colony.
Thus there remaine only ar investigation of the cultural

citustion of the isl=snds Songosor, Pur, Werir apnd Tobi.

“Ruller (Yz2p I, p.52) =ays in conreciion with the invesiigal
ion on izt{oeing, O pally 4he "y6l1%,......and algo from
the magidal incaniutions, g Nogemng origim of the "751"
cennot be cozcluded. Otherwize the entire spiritual and
meterizl euliure of fhe Yazp people might considerably

derive from thereg....Furthermore the Pur trzgitions

{ef TIdd. I, p-204) reveal 1wo ¥Yupn fmmigr=tions rom
kogemog and zsseri an sxtensive new settlement of ogemoz
pecple a long time beflore the voyege of the Songosor, Tobi
and Pur discoverers.
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The Par tradition mainteine that ¥erir in later times
had been weseitlesd Cram Par, =fter the Papuzane hzad elain
all the jeri= peaple. With thic ihen considergtien could

be confinsd only to the islsnds of Songusor, Pur =nd Tobi.
On =11 four islends trz=dition holds firamly %¢ &n origin
from hogemog. Individual Pur people admit %o Ihoror (Sorcl),
and lkerir people to Hog 25 = near or originsi hemelsnd of
their ameestors. However they 211 believe in =
th=t

T
1lowing picture evolves:

nrolonged
stay on Ysp. From the stories, are contr

of the T

ciory in

=

somewhet nogemog

(5]

details,

-

people ut one time left ths overpoptilated homeland to go

LR
tp Yzu which offered them = guality of 1lif

prospered there, ziter s long of difficulvise

the point whers thoy found it advisable <o extend further.

They did this by = couple of voyages together, and in five

(<
canoes sought 2 new homelsnd. Purther and further they
settled the
uninhztited.
that

for betisr or worse.

j=larnds of ihe ssusthwest thew hed hesn

Phe mosi astuie people took the islund of
Pur was digecovered T the others hazd fto travel
They mzst hzve even visited the
with the

Warat. Right into recent Vimes they remein

Ol
glready inhabited 3%. David's {Freewill) Islande,
netive nzne,
conzcious of their originsl zssociation and never entirely

loee the serntiment for one another. In times of need iney

spek out their amncesirgl relatives. The first selitlers wWere:
a ’?ale:zes] a Saual -u""l:‘:}at
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Talgw obtaing Songos=or; sfizfigit Nerir: Pimslen éru nes
SRR R 3 I g
lazter tc Tobi; MEretfl s &1 jakes Pur by ning and
-~ = )
Terees Nesiamal fo go T0 Werat with h

she

=i

iz-eglsin, The most dcoubtifl is Shne setilement o
Songasor: zocording To soxme it would hazve been the firsd
%0 be found snd Taleu, beirg the eldest son, would have
remzined thare; others say that Jet and Szu took it, and
later the survivors from Warat also........

1 3 &
4ecording to the Pur people, originating freom Thoror-Sorol,
according to the kerir people originating from Heg.

went there. On Songosor itszelf nobody knows anyihing about 247
Telen as an sneester; he iz regarded only =8 ihe spinii of
Fagsrum, the gon of Ust.

Of the fiwve settlesment sigtions of the Yap-iogemog

sultura, Tobi lies the most isolated and has evsery sppearsnce
thet efter the time of the ancestors' Ysp sojourn there hzve
been mo pew influences frem there. Thet is antil guite recenily,
shout.1600, The populstion's turning aside from the new

andé the foreign, the tenacious clinging %o the old pusions,

had = side eifect, she creation of a unicue charscter. Thag

(5]

a

g

spt in this small island there iz found the greaiess

ot

2=

fety of form within the culiure developed. Wowhezg doesg
one come acrose such zn sbundsnce of Innovetions in the
preduction of wooden goods, whose protoiypss are also

found on Yap and Songosor. And on no neignbouring islend
are the wesving paiicrms, that reflect the Logemog patterne,
so full of varieiy as here. If it were = matter of less
simple objects and more difficult technigues, one would

have to say that the culiure handed down nas deepened =nd
been refined on this small island., It is also noteworthy
that Tobi has preserved the large Tish welr basket whose

niernal sirneture however is noil a lozg tube running IroT

fude

Frant = bDack =5 on Ta2, but irstead eansizte of two tubes=
oner Sront and back end extending to the midele. Also on
Pghi there sre ceveral varietics of hoox Iishing Tnetl
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Songoscr and 2ur do not have. In the followipnz coniy a few
neoulisristies sre referred 3o, oult of an stundance of malter-
ial: in spise of fhe extraoriinzry seaworthiness of the

13 hawe fdecliined to urderiake
voyages to neighbourding islands. The grounds for this
mgy Indeed 1ie gbove 211 In their charpcver. Self-
guffisient, znd being enclosed agsinet foreigners, nething
haa ever driven them fer. Cerizinly they would have had
& grezt distgnce to travel even Ty their nearest neigh-
Lours, as with the aneéstral voysges. Yet the Coroline
geilorae do not tend to be scarsed off.—---The heouse bears
ne resemblancs to the Yap housze. Hot only is the =taone
foundation wissing but the entire timber struetiure is

40tslly difTferent, noticeshbly more Bimple =nd, tono The
position of the posts differs completely. The verandah
ig likewisze missing. I% is notewortihy that the old Tobi
hotise had such & spuacious loft that & men could eazsily be
hidden inm it. People ewung themselves up Through = hateh
by means of a rope. The prototype of the house con Tobi
Songoser znd Pur is found further in the easi, somewhal
or ¥laio. kogemoaz, Fallalap and Faraulip heve similar
baildirgs as on Yap, that zzy also lack the stone Found-
stion, as in the first two.

Furthermore the women's clothing is glso remsrkable.
On Songesor and Tobi the women wear plzited clothing mais.
Iikewice on Lerir snd Par orizinslly, but since their siay
on Pelau a fibre skiri is worn over it. Yap and Ngnlu
Enow only the Tibre shird es womentes coslusme, =2nd Palau
the sazme, On logemog, fersulip, Fama, Olol, Fais =nf Trulk,
Yok anc Qlezi they WEEI:..s-s.s 248
woven clothing mats. They ere warn in ihe same way as the
gnes on the four western islands, and since weaving
orment 1s

(I

d
jg z=lsp eczrriea out here, plsiting of ihe same
bal

Lz mes's tabtlooing is on il Isiznds the il -3a1100-
we §F ¥ao, thet illler sogords we the herizage gf the

5
Chemorro population, but is seen by others as & HOgemdg
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possession that has immisrated to Sorol and Yap,
1o the detaiied charsacteri

With regard

istics,; there wre found an Yap ard

ihe western dizlands more devizstions thet simileriiiss. The

tattozins af the women is without doubt moest elosely relazed
gemng tatiooing; the u=zaal ietiocoirg en Yap shows

guiie s deviating Torm.

only few conspicuous femtures that sllow a comparizon. Hoss

are raised only liitle abcve the general Caroline sifustion

In the area of spiritusl and seecigl 1ifs there offer

or are toc superficiglly known Lg permit =n investigsiion

of dependznt states to be czrried out. Whail is important is
the method of burial snd beliel in an afterlife. On the small
iglgrde of the wesi bparizl =t ses iz praciised. Burdial in

ths ground is to a great exient prevented by the roczy
terrzin. Where it is possible, ihHis method is cuiekly adopisd;
so with the herir on Palau. Yet the vulue placed on the method
6f durizl is noteworthy where boih methods are poesible. Cn
Yzp tte dezd person is committed %o the sea enly on the
occasign oF zn important dezth. Otherwise the corpse is burie d
in the ground. The ressons, Tear und Time expediency, &rs
obvious. Sarol and Hok hzve both methods of purial bui the
chief is always actorcsd the honour of & grave on land in a
coffir. lozemog has only burizl in the ground. There is &
regulzr cexzesery, the wgl¥o2i", On Merir burisl in the ground
ig regerded as insulting. IT 1s reserved for thieves and
marderers, and on £11 the islands suckling infanis who have
died nefore cutting their teeth gre buried in ihis way. Tobi
hae g caildren's comeiery. Gemerally, interment of the desd
i1 esroes that sre committed to the ses i= Touhd only iz

Polynesia end periipular zreas of liglanesiz. In the Carolines

. yr CUms  meiogtamsss
it dis unusual. Only on the remoto dislands of the wesd, 1ncliuting

Neulu, it-ie taken for granted and is firmly linked wivh
riotion of the abode of souls., On Logemeg and Yzp, Sorol ans
ok +hew believe that the dead enier a gpirit world, =

house in neaven. The Tobli, rur and Sunsusor peoole




the souls of ihe corpses

Yingdom of ithe dead in grest oanoes, bhot
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n coffin thot is =20 small
1y 4died iogsther. On Ngulu
ead 18 practised znd it is

n etz ir the

a
sprewl coi.—-0n Ygp it iz Belisved thal

through the god of death cztching the sou

god Rugeiren,

hgng, brezks i

only zuthenticeted for Tobi, iz the venersiicn ol

hoats thaet corresoonde well with the motlons of

of the dezd an
eould be 4di

no lepnger four

small, common T

g9od Yoris forbd

who Holds 211 the Threzds o0

hat of the mzn who mast die

hoate. Alrs=dy by EKubery's

spovered of this or Songosor. This

gztures are sizo referred t

Torth in the baats
way or anothier.—-——Thaever ¢
[~

gn kzve one, iz
that The corpz=e
the cusiom of
expl=ined 1n
degd Tegin to

death ariges

,
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the Bongosor snd Pur people sxplain it thus, that the

f 1ife in: Wis
« Unigue io, 2nd
spirit

time nothing
nofion is

£ 2 -
d on Yap mor on Jogemog .——The Zollewing

a: (Or Tobi the

idg tho zltcretion of Tinh hooks, amd

punishes = viplstion of the commangment W

On j.ogemoz She
mangfaoture aof

e rot imitste

western izlznd

¥zp, sStands in
o

spirit "Yeiik" teazches a s
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fish hooks znéd threatens a typhoen should
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